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The Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Shipley Parish Council held on Thursday 24th July 2025 
commencing 7:30 pm held at the Andrew Hall, Shipley. 

 
95. Attendance and Apologies for Absence. 

 
Those Present: Cllr Payne (Chairman), Cllr Barrett, Cllr de Zoete, Cllr Emrich, Cllr Hood and Cllr 
Nunn.  
Also Present: WSCC Cllr Jupp, HDC Cllr Blackburn, HDC Cllr Jeffrey and P. Richards (Clerk).  
One member of the public was present. 
Apologies: Apologies were accepted from Cllr Huggett, Cllr Larcombe, Cllr Tuck and Cllr Smale. 
Not present: Cllr Wright. 
 

96. To receive any declarations of interests from members in respect to Items on the agenda – Cllr 
Emrich referred to planning application DC/25/0940 that was due for comment at agenda item 
102a. He requested a dispensation to stay in the room during this item but would not participate in 
the debate or vote. Members AGREED to this dispensation request. 

97. Public Session - none. 
98. Approval of the draft Minutes from the from the last meeting (16th June 2025) and the Planning 

Committee meeting (3rd July 2025). 
The draft Minutes, having been circulated previously, were taken as read. The Chair proposed that 
they be accepted and signed as correct records. This was AGREED.  

99. Matters Arising from the previous meeting (for information only). 
• Item 77 – SID – TBA;  
• Item 78 – The Chairman referred to the previous action for all Councillors to volunteer to 

Chair/join the Annual Partish Meeting working group; 
• 85 – Invite Highways Manager to next SPC meeting – to await completion of works; 
• 88 – repaint yellow lines at Buck Barn services – contractor appointed; and 
• 92 – Hub Donation – application to be submitted in due course. 

100. Report from the County Councillor. 
WSCC Cllr Jupp provided an update, circulated previously, that is attached at Appendix A. In 
addition she advised on several road surfacing/repairs that have been scheduled in the parish and 
reported on the 200th Anniversary of the Sarah Hall. 
Cllr de Zoete asked who would be paying for the new EV charging points mentioned in the update. 
Cllr Jupp referred to the partnership agreement reached with a contractor who will install the 
points. 

101. Report from District Councillors. 
HDC Cllr Jeffrey had provided an update, circulated previously, which is attached at Appendix B. 
He also referred to the withdrawal of the HDC Local Plan and advised that their officers will 
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commence work immediately on a new draft Plan. They will also write to the Planning Inspectorate 
in a final attempt to persuade them to accept the previous version of the draft Plan. 
In addition, HDC Cllr Blackburn advised that the HDC hosted, with partner agencies, a summit-
style event with a focus on tackling local housing challenges and working together to find solutions 
via the “Home for Tomorrow” future housing strategy. She also reported that HDC’s most recent 
climate scorecard placed them in 8th place out of 51 councils in the Southeast and 12th out of 164 
authorities in England. 

102. Planning. 
a) Planning Applications. 

• DC/25/0940 - Knepp Castle, West Grinstead - General repair and conservation works 
and structural works, including removal of water tanks, replacement of roofs and 
extension of spiral staircase (Listed Building Consent) 
Members voted to SUPPORT the application – VOTES: 5 support and 1 abstention.  

• DC/25/0960 - 2 Kinsbrook, Brooks Green - Erection of a single storey front and rear 
extension. Window and door alterations. Installation of rear first floor cladding. 
Members voted to SUPPORT the application – VOTES: 3 support and 3 neutral with the 
Chairman exercising his casting vote to support the application. 

• DC/25/1074 - Bacon Cottage, Bakers Lane, Shipley - Erection of a two-storey side 
extension and front porch. Alterations to and insertion of windows and doors. 
Members voted to SUPPORT the application – VOTES: 3 support and 3 neutral with the 
Chairman exercising his casting vote to support the application. 

b) Planning matters – none. 
c) Planning decisions - none. 

103. Roads, Footpaths, Bridleways & General Maintenance of the Parish – none. 
104. WSALC/HALC – the Clerk had circulated the draft Minutes from the recent HALC meeting. 
105. Climate and Environment – Cllr Emrich advised Greener Shipley had organised a visit to the Knepp 

Estate walled garden and a visit to a local farm. Both events were well attended. Greener Shipley 
will also be undertaking a wildflower inventory on the local roadside verges. Cllr Emrich also 
advised that consultation feedback on ideas for Coolham Playing field had been compiled and a 
litter pick event would be organised. 

106. Finances. 
a) Donation requests – having reviewed the available budget, Members AGREED to postpone all 

donation application decisions until 2026. The Clerk was asked to advise applicants accordingly.  
b) Review the Q1 variation report – noted. 
c) Approve the July payments - approved. The payments schedule is attached at Appendix C. 

107. Shipley Community. 
• Coolham Playing Field – the Chairman had written to a local football club concerning their 

application to hire Coolham Playing fields for junior football training. Members were 
encouraged to note that most of the junior members were female. The request to use football 
pitch was considered and Members AGREED to allow the club to hire the pitch for one season 
on a trial basis. The Chairman was asked to engage with the applicant confirm the hire 
arrangements;  

• Shipley Windmill – the owner’s representative was invited by the Chairman to update 
Members on recent developments relating to the windmill. He reported that the exterior would 
be repainted in the coming months but there were no plans for any new planning applications 
for the windmill at that time. He further advised the windmill was “museum ready” and would 
invite Members and, possibly, the local community to tour the site at a future date. He agreed 
to keep SPC updated with any developments. The Chairman thanked him for the update; and  
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• Knepp Estate – Cllr Emrich advised that an archaeological dig would be organised in the near 
future. 

108. Dates of next meeting – The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 1st 
September 2025 commencing 7:30pm at the Coolham Village Hall. 

 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:53. 

 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Chair 
 
 
Date……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Acronym Information 
 

 

AGAR Annual Governance and Accountability Return NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

APCAG Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group PCC Parochial Church Committee

CIL Community Infrastructure Levy PiP Permission in Principle

CSW Community Speed Watch PROW Public Rights of Way

HALC Horsham Association of Local Councils SDNP South Downs National Park

HDC Horsham District Council SHELAA Strategic Housing Economic Land Availability Assessment

HDPF Horsham District Planning Framework SID Speed Indicator Device

HAMSVA Horsham and Mid Sussex Voluntary Association SPC Shipley Parish Council

LGS Local Green Space TPO Tree Preservation Order

NALC National Association of Local Councils TRO Traffic Regulation Order

NHP Neighbourhood Plan WSALC West Sussex Association of Local Councils

  WSCC West Sussex County Council
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APPENDIX A 
 

 
 
County Councillor Report – Shipley Parish Council – July 2025 
 

 

Devolution and mayoral election plans for Sussex and Brighton move forward                                                                                                              
Sussex council leaders have welcomed approval of their plans to collaborate in a single strategic 

authority for Sussex and Brighton with a directly elected mayor.  The government has agreed to 
move forward with a Mayoral Combined County Authority (MCCA) and confirmed the first mayoral 

election will take place in May 2026.                                                                                                                        
The new MCCA will bring together all upper tier local councils across Sussex to operate across the 

region while existing councils will continue to deliver day-to-day services.                                                                                                                      
The Devolution Bill (2025) outlines how significant powers, and funding will move down from 

central government to a local level, where decisions can be shaped with and by the people who 
live and work here. Some of the things that impact residents the most include transport, housing, 

jobs, economic growth and public safety.  This is just one step of a journey, with the next being 
local government reorganisation. Conversations on what future councils might look like are 

happening now across the region.                                                                                                                                           
The legal process for Sussex and Brighton to form a Mayoral Combined County Authority (MCCA) 

will now begin, this is known as a ‘statutory instrument’.  All councils in Sussex and Brighton will 

now look in detail at the powers proposed and understand the financial implications, before giving 
their formal consent through their decision-making processes.                                                                                    

The legislation is expected to be agreed in parliament in the Autumn. For more information on 
local government reorganisation and devolution visit Future of local government in Sussex - West 

Sussex County Council on the WSCC website.  
 
The West Sussex Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (the County Council’s main policy 
on local flood risk from surface and ground water, and a statutory document) is being reviewed 

and updated and will set out the County Council’s strategic approach for the next five years 

(2025 to 2030).  Adoption of a Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (LFRMS) is a requirement 
under the Flood & Water Management Act 2010 and associated Flood Risk Management 

Regulations 2009.   
Public consultation on the draft strategy ran for six weeks during February and March 2025.  This 

will be the latest iteration of the LFRMS and will set out how the County Council will undertake its 
flood risk management responsibilities to meet the statutory requirements. 

 
Could you be there for a child in care?                                                                                       

We need more local people to befriend children in care by becoming an Independent Visitor.  
These are volunteers who are matched with a child aged between 8 and 17 who are looked after 

by the county council and will not be returning home. The emphasis is on having fun and building 
up a friendship, doing things together that the young person enjoys, like going for a bike ride, 

having a chat over a hot chocolate, watching a film together, or visiting a museum - whatever the 
child is interested in and wants to do.  We will be starting our next training programme in August 

along with an in-person Training Day on Saturday 27 September.  If you would like to find out 

more, please email Independent.Visitors@westsussex.gov.uk. 

Summer Activities                                                                                                                          
If you are looking for things to do and places to go in the summer holidays with your children or 

grandchildren then take a look at Experience Sussex on the West Sussex County Council website 
where you’ll find inspiration and ideas to make the most of the warm summer days and nights.  

Whatever you do and wherever you go, make sure you stay safe and well. 

Children of all ages can combine reading with nature and the great outdoors at West Sussex 
libraries when taking part in Story Garden, the 2025 Summer Reading Challenge. The annual 

initiative aims to encourage children to keep reading over the school holidays with rewards 
available for completing the challenge, including a special medal and certificate. The free activity 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-devolution-and-community-empowerment-bill
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/campaigns/future-of-local-government-in-sussex/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/campaigns/future-of-local-government-in-sussex/
mailto:Independent.Visitors@westsussex.gov.uk
https://www.experiencesussex.com/
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runs right across the summer and children aged 4 to 11 can join in anytime from Saturday 12 
July to Saturday 13 September.  Little ones aged four and under can join the Story Garden Mini 

Challenge and collect stickers as they share library books over the summer, before receiving a 

special gold sticker and certificate when they finish.   

EV Chargepoints                                                                                                                          

The West Sussex Chargepoints Network is set to continue to grow as an additional 30 on-street 
sites are confirmed following a countywide consultation. The latest chargepoints will be installed 

alongside additional underground wiring making it easier to expand the network further in the 
future.  The network's continuing growth will support the county’s move to electric vehicles ahead 

of the 2035 ban on new petrol and diesel car sales. It is estimated that the number of EVs in 
West Sussex could increase tenfold over the next decade.  No changes to existing parking 

arrangements are proposed at this time; other vehicles can continue to park as usual, but we do 
encourage considerate parking to ensure EV drivers have access to charging points. Any future 

changes to parking restrictions would, of course, be subject to the normal consultation process. 

 

Amanda Jupp                                                                                                                                           

amanda.jupp@westsussex.gov.uk 
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APPENDIX B – HDC REPORT 
 

HDC Parish Council Update – July 2025 
 

Sunset Sessions Southwater Country Park  
The second instalment of the recently introduced ‘Sunset Sessions’ down at the County Park was a roaring 
success, bring the community together, strengthening social cohesion whilst providing free entertainment to 
those who otherwise may not have had the opportunity. The Sunset Sessions will continue throughout the 
summer months with scope to make these a permanent feature moving forward should the remaining 
planned sessions go to plan – it has been fantastic to witness how well received these sessions have been by 
the community, long may they continue.  
 
Update on Local Government Reorganisation  
Public engagement on Local Government Reorganisation will begin shortly and will run until 10 August. The 
Leader of the Council recently held a discussion with his member advisory group and will be arranging an All-
Member briefing so councillors are aware of how the engagement process will work before it goes live. The 
Chief Executive and a representative of the County Council will also hold a meeting to brief the Parish and 
Neighbourhood Councils in due course.  
 
There will be a number of other engagement meetings with groups of other interested parties such as the 
NHS, police, schools and businesses. A senior officer representative from the County Council and the Chief 
Executive from each of the District Councils will attend each of these meetings.  
 
Government Planning Consultations  
There are a number of Government consultations relating to proposed changes to the planning system that 
may be of interest to the Parish Council:  
The technical consultation relating to Planning Committees - 
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/jAGDCnOl4hGAwv1c9f2iJXt8Y?domain=gov.uk 
 
There are a number of proposals here relating to a national scheme of delegation (limiting what can go to 
Planning Committee and who can call it to Committee), limiting the size of planning committees and 
mandatory member training. Consultation closes on 23 July.  
There is a Site Thresholds consultation - 
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/R561Coym4HXj9E1SzhNip58QW?domain=gov.uk 
 
The Government are proposing to create a ‘medium development’ category of between 10-49 homes and to 
lessen requirements on SME builders. There is a reference to National Development Management Policies, but 
we understand that will be subject to a separate consultation. Consultation closes on 9 July.  
 
There is a consultation relating to build out rates - 
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/y4HKCp2n5fz1kmJtYiPiGiPH9?domain=gov.uk 
 
Simply put, the Government are trying to improve delivery rate by developers. Some of the proposals include 
build out rates submitted as part of planning applications, requirement for annual  
reports on delivery rates and potential imposition of penalties should developers not build to the rate that 
they identified at the planning application stage. Consultation closes on 7  
July.  
 
This consultation relates to Biodiversity Net gain - 
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/XGBtCqZo4tOKBZxsEsqiEc40r?domain=gov.uk 
 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/jAGDCnOl4hGAwv1c9f2iJXt8Y?domain=gov.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/R561Coym4HXj9E1SzhNip58QW?domain=gov.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/y4HKCp2n5fz1kmJtYiPiGiPH9?domain=gov.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/XGBtCqZo4tOKBZxsEsqiEc40r?domain=gov.uk
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This consultation includes options around extending exemptions, simplifying the small sites metric and 
increasing ease of access to the off-site market. It also addresses specific challenges for brownfield 
developments.  
 
Officers are drafting responses in liaison with the Cabinet Member for Planning and Infrastructure.  
 
Love Parks Week  
HDC are pleased to announce that Love Parks Week is back for 2025. We will again be supporting the national 
‘Keep Britain Tidy’ sponsored campaign from Saturday 26 July to Wednesday 30 July, by encouraging our 
younger residents to get out and about to enjoy our parks and open spaces.  
 
This year we have another packed programme of free and low-cost activities to be enjoyed. The amazing 
Fabularium theatre group are returning with a selection of shows and storytelling. There’s also a host of 
nature themed arts and crafts, circus skills, garden games as well as wildlife trails and quizzes. We will be 
touring the District with events taking place at:  

• Saturday 26 July – Bennetts Field, Horsham  

• Sunday 27 July – Fletchers Croft, Steyning  

• Monday 28 July – Leechpool Woods, Horsham  

• Tuesday 29 July – Henfield Common  

• Wednesday 30 July – Southwater Country Park.  

 
The website and booking systems are now open. All the details can be found here  
 
Horsham Golf & Fitness Village Appeal  
It was recently announced that the application for 800 homes on the site of Horsham Golf Club, an application 
which was refused by the Planning Committee last year has been granted on appeal by The Planning 
Inspectorate.  
 
This is an incredibly dangerous and concerning decision by the Planning Inspectorate, with dubious reasoning 
provided including complete disregard for the Southwater Neighbourhood Plan, a plan that is in-date, legally 
sound and compliant document.  
 
It is further disappointing that one of the defences the council submitted to the Inspectorate was the lack of 
secondary school provision, however this defence had to be withdrawn when West Sussex County Council 
withdrew its objection once the decision for Millais to go co-educational was confirmed.  
 
However, the oversight here is that this development due to its geographical location alone once built out will 
queue jump the entirety of Southwater and Shipley for secondary school places in Horsham secondary 
schools, which will create long-lasting problems for secondary provision without new secondary school 
provision.  
 
The council is currently assessing its options on next steps, and I will share these with Parish Councillors as 
soon as I have an update.  
 
Horsham Town Council Consultation  
The results of the first round of consultation for the creation of a town council was well received overall.  
• 75% of respondents are in favour of the creation of a town council for Horsham  
• 88% of respondents felt a town council would deliver improved local decision making and community 
representation.  
 
However, concerns were also highlighted with just short of 50% of respondents concerned about additional 
costs to run a town council.  
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At present, the area of Horsham town where it is proposed the town council is created is unparished, with the 
responsibilities that would normally be carried out by a Parish Council undertaken by the District Council. This 
is currently financed by The Special Charge, in lieu of a Parish precept – the costs of a town council (which is a 
parish council is all but name) would not differentiate widely from the running costs of a parish council, with 
North Horsham already having North Horsham Parish Council well-established.  
 
If members have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me using the details below:  
 
E: alex.jeffery@horsham.gov.uk  
Tel: 07751 633398  
 
Best wishes,  
Councillor Alex Jeffery  
Southwater South & Shipley Ward 
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APPENDIX C – PAYMENTS 
 

 

Payments July 2025

Income since last meeting Amount
Bank Interest 324.15£                                                                
 
TOTAL INCOME 324.15£                                                                

Funds Transferred since last meeting Amount
Deposit Account to Current Account 2,800.00£                                                            
BALANCES ON ACCOUNT Amount
Unity Bank Current Account (T1) 811.34£                                                                30 June 2025

Unity Savings Account (T2) 55,609.58£                                                          30 June 2025

Lloyds Savings Account 26,433.04£                                                          30 June 2025

Investment Acc. (NSI) 5,387.65£                                                            30 June 2025

TOTAL BALANCES 88,241.61£                                                          
EARMARKED RESERVES Amount
Coolham Airfield Memorial 733.00£                                                                
Replacement play equipment - reserve fund 7,500.00£                                                            
Finger Posts 1,700.00£                                                            
Bridleway Improvement 600.00£                                                                
Parish maintenance - inc Ash Die back, H&WB 2,803.00£                                                            
Playing field and pavilion maintenance 1,500.00£                                                            
Replacement noticeboards 2,450.00£                                                            
Defibrillator replacement fund 1,000.00£                                                            
Includes Election Reserves 2,100.00£                                                            
Winterisation of car park field 2,500.00£                                                            
Greener Shipley - eco projects 4,500.00£                                                            
Community Infrastructure Levy 5,414.81£                                                            
Includes NHP Funding Reserves 500.00£                                                                
Traffic management (Coolham crossroad & Pound Lane etc.) 22,509.00£                                                          
TOTAL ALLOCATIONS 55,809.81£                                                          

PAID SINCE LAST MEETING Invoiced Services Payment Type Folio Amount
Road Signs Direct SID pole BACS 25 1,123.60£        

1,123.60£        

To approve and pay after this Meeting Invoiced Services Payment Type Folio Amount
Hugo Fox Website - July 2025 DD 27 23.99£              
WSCC Clerk's salary - July 2025 BACS 28 1,492.91£        
Unity Trust Bank Service fee - July 2025 BACS 26 6.00£                 
Keith Roberston Internal Auditor BACS 29 121.50£            
Grasstex Ground maintenance - 1/3 to 30/6 BACS 30 1,044.29£        
Paul Stevens Ecological Services Bird boxes and fitting BACS 31 810.00£            
Horsham & Shipley Community Project 2 x owl boxes BACS 32 160.00£            

4,782.29£        

Transfer to current account 4,600.00£        


