
GREENER SHIPLEY WORKING GROUP MEETING NOTES 
 

2nd July 2026 4.00pm Knepp Estate Office 
 
1. Attendance:  Nancy Brock, Nia Cumber, Jason Emrich, Bridget Huggett, Judy Tuck 

Also in attendance: Neil Sephton, HDC Sustainability Manager 
 
2. Apologies: Nicky Neal-Smith, Steve Webster 
 
3. Minutes of meeting 2nd June 2026: Agreed 
 
4. Matters Arising:  

 
5. AOB: Items to be discussed under item 14 

 
6. Judy Tuck welcomed Neil Sephton to talk to the group about the Parity Pathway 

Tool that HDC are using to identify key areas to focus on around household carbon 
saving initiatives. The tool has access to data about all the properties in the district, 
such as fuel type used (oil/gas, etc), likelihood of insulation, property types, etc. He 
focused on the Shipley parish which, due to the geography of the area, has 
particular challenges in terms of energy efficiency and lack of access to 
infrastructure that could support improvements. There is a public-facing tool 
available - https://energysaving.planbuilder.co.uk/ - accessible through the HDC 
website, which can help householders build their own carbon saving plans. 

 
It was agreed it would be beneficial to run an event to engage Shipley residents in 
ways to reduce their energy bills and improve their homes from a carbon saving 
viewpoint. It was also felt beneficial to reach out to others in the district to find out 
how they are approaching this initiative (Nuthurst/Steyning). 
 
Knepp are currently refurbishing one of their cottages and retrofitting various energy 
saving systems such as underfloor heating, heat pumps, etc. and if the timings 
work, the awareness event could include a visit to the house.  

 
7. Coolham Playing Fields:   

- Grass Tex: Frequency of cuts (consult Pippa Reay), composting and wildflower 
sowing. 

- Benches: Logistics of ordering/delivery dates/transport/assembly and 
woodchip 

 
8. Shipley Hub Refill Service:  

No update available. 
 
9. Events: 
- Meadow Visit 3rd June: 20/25 booked/3 didn’t show. A popular and highly 

appreciated event. This was followed up a few days later with a meeting with Will 
Hextall, attended by Judy Tuck, Pippa Reay and Nancy Brock, to discuss the 

https://energysaving.planbuilder.co.uk/


possible adoption of his app, extended to the Shipley Parish. PR made the group 
aware of another app that could also do this whilst  also recording species on a 
national database and it was agreed this would be a preferable option. 

- Lost Species Reintroduction 16th June: 33/33 booked/ 1 x waitlist/2 didn’t show.  
Another hugely successful and popular event. 

- Gardens, Green Spaces & Verges & W2W 9th July: 18 booked so far.  
- Tree Mapping 5th September: Not publicised yet. 

 
10. Shipley Parish Magazine – content for next issue: TBA 
 
11.  Carbon literacy training pledges: Carried fwd to next meeting 
 
12. Southwater Link: No update 

 
13. Budget: Carried fwd to next meeting 

 
14. AOB: None 

 
15. Date and Venue of next Meeting: TBA (Post meeting note: agreed as 13th August 

4.00pm Knepp Office) 
 
Diary: 
 
Date Time Event Location 
09/07/26 6.00pm W2W Gardens/Green Spaces Andrew Hall & walk 

round local gardens 
13/08/26 4.00pm GS Meeting Knepp Office 
20/08/26 6.00pm To be confirmed: Retrofit Tool Event 

& site visit to retrofitted estate house 
Granary then New 
Barn Cotts 

05/09/26 10.00am Tree Mapping Training & Workshop Knepp Apple Store & 
Arboretum 

 


