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The Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Shipley Parish Council held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 
commencing 7:30 pm held at the Andrew Hall, Shipley. 
 
79. Attendance and Apologies for Absence. 
 

Those Present: Cllr Payne (Chairman), Cllr Barrett, Cllr Emrich, Cllr Hood, Cllr Huggett, Cllr 
Larcombe, Cllr Nunn, Cllr Tuck, Cllr Wright 
Also Present: WSCC Cllr Baynham, HDC Cllr Jeffrey and P. Richards (Clerk).  
No members of the public were present. 
Apologies: Apologies were accepted from HDC Cllr Blackburn. Cllr Smale was not in attendance. 
 

80. To receive any declarations of interests from members in respect to Items on the agenda – 
none. 
81. Public Session – two Southwater Parish Councillors asked if Members had any questions in 
relation to the proposed Southwater & Shipley Joint Neighbourhood Plan, The Chairman proposed that 
agenda item 86c be brought forward in order to discuss any issues Members might have. This was 
AGREED. 

82. Neighbourhood Plan. 
The Chairman referred to papers, circulated previously, that proposed draft Governance 
Frameworks and a Memorandum of Understanding between SPC and Southwater Parish Council, 
including the proposed principle that eligible shared costs are apportioned by taxbase, equating 
to approximately 88% for Southwater Parish Council and 12% for SPC with parish-specific costs 
attributed to the relevant parish unless otherwise agreed. The Chairman stressed the need for SPC 
Members to join both the Joint Working Group with Southwater and SPC’s own HP working group.  
• Joint SPC/Southwater Working Group – the Chairman and Clerk together with Cllrs Hood and 

Barrett AGREED to join this group; and 
• SPC NHP Working Group – in addition to the above Cllr Nunn AGREED to join this Group. The 

Chairman reminded Members that members of the public and other representatives could join 
this Group. 

Following review and discussion Members resolved the following: 
a) SPC RESOLVED to confirm that it wishes to proceed with the proposed Southwater and Shipley 

Joint Neighbourhood Plan. 
b) SPC RESOLVED to approve the Southwater and Shipley Joint Neighbourhood Plan Governance 

Framework and Terms of Reference as the working Memorandum of Understanding between 
SPC and Southwater Parish Council, including the proposed principle that eligible shared 
costs are apportioned by taxbase, equating to approximately 88% for Southwater Parish 
Council and 12% for SPC, with parish-specific costs attributed to the relevant parish unless 
otherwise agreed. 

Shipley Parish Council 

Clerk:   Mr Paul Richards, Dawtreys, Bracken Lane, Storrington, West Sussex, RH20 3HR    
Tel:  07824 312070   Email: clerk@shipley-pc.gov.uk       
Website:  www.shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
 

Chair:  Cllr Matthew Payne, Purveyors Farmhouse, Coolham Road, Coolham, West Sussex, RH13 8GP   
Email:   matthew.payne@shipley-pc.gov.uk 
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c) SPC RESOLVED to nominate Cllr Barrett, Cllr Hood, Cllr Payne and the Clerk as their 
representatives on the Joint Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. Suitable substitute Members 
would be made available if any nominated Member could not attend a meeting. 

d) SPC RESOLVED to confirm it is agreement with HDC’s proposed consultation period for the 
Joint Neighbourhood Plan Area designation, running from 19 June 2026 to 7 August 2026. 

HDC Cllr Jeffrey was asked to approach HDC and ascertain if any grant funding for the NHP could 
be provided. 
83. Approval of the draft Minutes from the from the last meeting held on 11th May 2026. 
The draft Minutes, having been circulated previously and with an amendment to the meeting 
location, were taken as read. The Chair proposed that they be accepted and signed as correct 
records. This was AGREED.  
84. Matters Arising from the previous meeting (for information only). 
• Item 77– SID – Chairman had written to the landowner; 
• Item 132 – VAS – Cllr Payne and Emrich to arrange installation; 
• Item 145 – Litter bin – Chairman to progress; 
• Item 54 – Cllr Hood to send location details to WSCC Cllr Baynham; 
• Item 73 – To be progressed by the Clerk; 
• Cllr Huggett referred to the missing 40mph signs on the Brooks Green Road. She advised that 

this matter had been outstanding for over 12 months and asked WSCC Cllr Baynham to 
progress replacement signs; and 

• Following the resignation of former Cllr de Zoete, Cllr Nunn agreed to be SPC’s representative 
to the Shipley Hub. 

85. Report from the County Councillor. 
WSCC Cllr Baynham provided a verbal update that included: 
• A new administration had been formed between the Liberal Democrats, the Green party and 

independent councillors. Cllr Baynham had been appointed to the Finance & Performance, 
Scutiny, Planning and PRoW Committees; 

• No new case work for Shipley Parish residents had been received in the past four weeks; 
• PRoW Rangers would visit Shipley Parish in the next few weeks to undertake the regular 

inspection of footpaths and bridleways. 
86. Report from District Councillors – HDC Cllr Jeffrey referred to his update, circulated 
previously which is attached at Appendix A.  Queries from Members included: 
• Complaints had been received from residents concerned about the amount of mud on the road 

associated with the new Woodfords development. Cllr Jeffrey advised that this matter had 
been referred to HDC officers who will contact the developers; 

• Cllr Emrich asked for regular updates regarding HDC’s Local Plan. HDC Cllr Jeffrey agreed to 
provide the necessary updates; 

• The Chairman expressed disappointment on the progress of planning enforcement at the 
Prestige site in Coolham. HDC Cllr Jeffrey advised that he had been in frequent contact with 
HDC’s Enforcement team but with little success to date. He had asked for a meeting with this 
Team; and 

• WSCC Cllr Baynham reminded Members of new legislation that will change the way planning 
applications will be determined at a local level. An increased number of planning applications 
will be delegated to officers for decision and the ‘call-in’ by HDC Members process was being 
withdrawn. Planning Committee membership will also be reduced to just 13 Councillors. 
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87. Planning. 
a) Planning Applications. 

• DC/26/0636 - Hawthorns, Bar Lane, Southwater - Application to confirm the substantial 
completion of building works for the conversion of stables and barn to 2no dwellinghouses 
(Class C3) (Lawful Development Certificate Existing). 
Members offered NO COMMENT on the application as they had no knowledge of the site. 
However, they supported Nuthurst PC's reasons for objecting. 

• DC/26/0648 - Jendens Farm, Smithers Hill Lane, Shipley - Retention and completion of 
partially constructed cabin (in place of a mobile home now removed) to be used as groom 
/ farm workers accommodation. 
Members voted to SUPPORT the application. 

• DC/26/0654 - The Shoemakers Cottage, Cowfold Road, Coolham - Fell 10x Ash. 
Members had NO OBJECTION to the application and deferred to the decision of HDC's 
Arboricultural Officer. 

• DC/26/0766 - Town Barn, Dragons Green Road, Shipley - Erection of 1no. self-build 
dwelling and conversion of existing barn to form home office. Construction of associated 
driveway. 
Members voted to OBJECT to the application. They suggested that this was a speculative 
development of the type the Parish Council is currently trying to prevent in other areas of 
the Parish. The application is using the presence & possible conversion of the barn (which 
is unlisted but was granted unimplemented planning permission in 2020 for conversion 
into a 2-bed dwelling) to gain permission for a new substantial dwelling on a green field site 
in open countryside. The site lies 1 mile north of the unclassified settlement of Dragons 
Green and 2 miles south of Southwater, is outside of and does not adjoin any settlement 
boundary, there is no evidence given that the proposed dwelling is essential to its location, 
it is situated in one of the most peaceful & unspoilt areas of the Parish, in an isolated and 
what is in a very beautiful field in open countryside containing several mature oak trees 
which was until very recently used for grazing. 

b) Planning matters – none. 
c) Planning decisions. 

• PERMITTED – DC/26/0540 - St Andrews Lodge, Coolham Road, Brooks Green - Variation 
of condition 1 of previously approved application DC/22/2329 to allow design changes to 
garage; 

• PERMITTED - DC/26/0473 - Blonks, Hooklands Lane, Shipley - Erection of fence along 
east boundary [SPC OBJECTED to this application]; 

• PERMITTED - DC/26/0439 - Jendens Farm, Smithers Hill Lane, Shipley - Replacement 
of existing metal windows with timber casements with glazing bars, and replacement of 
doors (Listed Building Consent); 

• PERMITTED – DC/26/0104 - 20 Oaklands Park, Emms Lane, Brooks Green - Fell 1x Oak 
and Surgery to 4x Oak; 

• PERMITTED – DC/25/2004 - Whitemans Cottage, Sincox Lane, Shipley - Demolition of 
existing dwelling and construction of a replacement dwelling and a car port; 

• PERMITTED – DC/25/1153 - Palaceland Farm, Hooklands Lane, Shipley - Demolition of 
existing agricultural barn and construction of a holiday let accommodation (Class C1); and 

• WITHDRAWN – DC/26/0252 - Lackeys, Hooklands Lane, Shipley - Change of use to 
extend the residential curtilage. 

88. Roads, Footpaths, Bridleways & General Maintenance of the Parish. 
• The Chairman advised that three quotes had been sought for the replacement of the junior 

playground equipment. One quote had been circulated for information, and the two other 
contractors had been chased for prices. The local nursery had been consulted on the designs. 
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He hoped SPC could decide on the preferred contractor at their July meeting. Installation 
works could start in September 2026. 

89. WSALC/HALC – no update.  
90. Climate and Environment – Cllr Tuck provide an update that included: 
• Following recent tree surgery, a leaflet drop to Church Close residents consulted on what type 

of replacement trees they would like. Feedback determined that native trees were preferred by 
residents who also drew attention to the poor condition of the King Charles commemorative 
walnut tree in the Close. Greener Shipley would inspect the tree. Tree replacement is planned 
for the Autumn 2026. 

• Greener Shipley are planning several events open to parish residents and they plan to 
undertake a wildflower survey; and 

• A carbon literacy training session had been attended with Cllr Tuck passing the required 
examination. 

91. Finances. 
a) Approve the June 2026 payments – the payment schedule was AGREED and is attached 
at Appendix B. 
92. Shipley Community. 
• Members asked if the Stoolball Tournament was still taking place. The Chairman advised that 

he has had no recent contact with the organisers; 
• Cllr Nunn advised that the Vicar is retiring on 26th July 2026. A leaving party is planned at the 

Old Vicarage on 8th August 2026. She also advised that the recent Fete may raise over £10,000 
for Church funds. Finally, she reported that the funeral for Mark Burrell would be held at the 
Church. 

93. Dates of next meeting - The next Ordinary Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 21st July 
2026 commencing 7:30pm at the Coolham Village Hall. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:25. 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Chair 
 
Date……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
Acronym Information 
 

 

  

 

AGAR Annual Governance and Accountability Return NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

APCAG Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group PCC Parochial Church Committee

CIL Community Infrastructure Levy PiP Permission in Principle

CSW Community Speed Watch PROW Public Rights of Way

HALC Horsham Association of Local Councils SDNP South Downs National Park

HDC Horsham District Council SHELAA Strategic Housing Economic Land Availability Assessment

HDPF Horsham District Planning Framework SID Speed Indicator Device

HAMSVA Horsham and Mid Sussex Voluntary Association SPC Shipley Parish Council

LGS Local Green Space TPO Tree Preservation Order

NALC National Association of Local Councils TRO Traffic Regulation Order

NHP Neighbourhood Plan WSALC West Sussex Association of Local Councils

  WSCC West Sussex County Council
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APPENDIX A 
 

HDC update 
 
Return of the Sunset Sessions  
Following the success of last year’s pilot, I’m delighted to share that the much-loved Sunset 
Sessions will be back on the last Thursday of every month throughout the summer, starting on 
Thursday 28 May.  
 
Hosted by Horsham District Council, these relaxed evening sessions are completely free to 
attend. Bring along a picnic blanket or camping chair, settle in, and enjoy live music as the sun 
goes down over the park.  
 
As with last summer The Country Park Café will be open later than usual. Water sports activities 
will also be available into the evening. Bench seating will be limited so bringing your own chair or 
blanket is highly recommended should you be looking to attend.  
 
The Return of Friday Lates  
Friday Lates in the town centre have returned as of this month, with the first Friday late of the year 
having taken place this past Friday 5 June. As per the last two years, the market will remain open 
late with a variety of food and drink options to choose from. More information on the Friday Lates 
can be found via the Council’s website.  
 
DC/25/1658 Woodfords, Shipley Road  
After the application was initially deferred by the Planning Committee in March, the application 
came back to the committee last month and was subsequently approved. I am delighted to report 
that the developer listened to the concerns of residents and District Councillors, with the flatted 
block initially proposed on the settlement edge. The Committee also took note of requests for an 
increase in the density of planting along the southern and western edges of the proposed 
development.  
 
The debate around the principle of development at this site was already settled so it was 
important that the scheme reflected the landscape-led approach originally set out and respects 
the transition to the countryside.  
 
Government Launch Second Consultation on Local Government Reorganisation for West 
Sussex  
The Government has launched a second consultation on proposals for Local Government 
Reorganisation across Sussex, despite all seven District and Borough Councils across West 
Sussex previously agreeing on a way forward and submitting proposals earlier this year.  
Whilst residents being invited to give their views are always welcome, it is disappointing that, after 
months of work and collaboration between councils, the Government has decided to reopen the 
process with revised proposals of its own.  
The original West Sussex proposals supported by councils included either:  
• A single unitary authority for the whole of West Sussex, (supported by the previous WSCC 
administration) or  
• Two unitary authorities based on existing community and service links. (as agreed by all seven 
District and Borough Councils)  
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The Government is now proposing a different arrangement, proposing for Horsham to be paired 
with Chichester, Crawley and Mid Sussex – with Arun, Adur and Worthing making up the other 
proposed Unitary authority.  
 
These changes would significantly reshape local government across our county, so it is important 
that residents, businesses and community groups take part in the consultation and make their 
voices heard.  
The consultation is open until 11:59pm on 15 June 2026. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modified-proposals-for-local-government-
reorganisation-in-west-sussex/modified-proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-
westsussex?fbclid=IwY2xjawR5outleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBiUTVtS0QwN1l2OE1JY1ptc3J0Y
wZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHg001Nf7n6PQy36kh98SXIHBfmxRsbpiF5k5F
Ww-GtmvJNoCFG2pHkZ2cu27_aem_8XtMa2W3NrTPHw9E3ptnkw  
 
Community Governance Review  
A Reminder that Horsham District Council has commenced a District-wide Community 
Governance Review to assess whether current parish governance arrangements continue to 
provide effective and appropriate local representation.  
 
The review will consider parish boundaries, warding arrangements and councillor numbers, 
taking account of changes in population and development across the District.  
 
The first stage of public consultation is open until 22 June. Residents, parish councils and other 
stakeholders are encouraged to participate and submit their views. Feedback received will inform 
draft proposals, which will be subject to a further round of consultation before final 
recommendations are made.  
 
Further information and the consultation survey are available via the Horsham District Council 
website here:  
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/council-democracy-
andnelections/consultations/consultations/community-governance-review  
 
Food Waste Collections Milestone  
I am pleased to report that the District's food waste collection service has now reached a 
significant milestone, with more than 1,000 tonnes of food waste collected since the scheme was 
introduced.  
 
This represents 1,000 tonnes of waste diverted from landfill, contributing to reduced carbon 
emissions and supporting the production of renewable energy and nutrient-rich fertiliser.  
This achievement reflects the positive engagement of residents across the District, and I would 
like to thank everyone who has participated in the scheme to date.  
 
The Capitol Theatre Refurbishment  
The refurbishment of The Capitol Theatre remains on schedule, with the venue expected to 
reopen in November 2026 ahead of the pantomime season.  
 
The theatre, which closed in January for its first major refurbishment in over 20 years, celebrates 
its 90th anniversary this year. Phase 1 of the project has now been completed, and work continues 
to progress as planned.  
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The improvements include new theatre seating, enhanced accessibility for wheelchair users, 
upgrades to cinema facilities and measures to improve visitor comfort and the overall customer 
experience, while retaining the building’s distinctive art deco character.  
 
Further information on the project is available via the Horsham District Council website.  
 
If councillors have any questions please do feel free to contact me:  
Email: alex.jeffery@horsham.gov.uk  
Tel: 07818 819476  
 
Best regards,  
Councillor Alex Jeffery  
District Councillor for Southwater South & Shipley  
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APPENDIX B- PAYMENTS 

 

 

Payments June 2026

Income since last meeting Amount
Bank interest 38.26£                                                                              

TOTAL INCOME 38.26£                                                                              

Funds Transferred since last meeting Amount
Deposit Account to Current Account 2,000.00£                                                                       
BALANCES ON ACCOUNT Amount
Unity Bank Current Account (T1) 2,690.15£                                                                       31 May 2026

Unity Savings Account (T2) 27,236.79£                                                                     31 May 2026

Lloyds Savings Account 110,273.38£                                                                  31 May 2026

Investment Acc. (NSI) 5,387.65£                                                                       31 May 2026

TOTAL BALANCES 145,587.97£                                                                  
EARMARKED RESERVES Amount
Coolham Airfield Memorial 733.00£                                                                           
Replacement play equipment - reserve fund 34,350.00£                                                                     £6850 added from precept

Finger Posts 1,700.00£                                                                       
Bridleway Improvement 600.00£                                                                           
Parish maintenance - inc Ash Die back 5,553.00£                                                                       £1750 added from precept

Playing field and pavilion maintenance 2,500.00£                                                                       £1000 added from precept

Replacement noticeboards 2,250.00£                                                                       
Defibrillator replacement fund 1,250.00£                                                                       £250 added from precept

Includes Election Reserves 2,100.00£                                                                       
Greener Shipley - eco projects 9,000.00£                                                                       £4500 added from precept

Community Infrastructure Levy 46,589.78£                                                                     
Includes NHP Funding Reserves 500.00£                                                                           
Traffic management (Coolham crossroad & Pound Lane etc.) 22,509.00£                                                                     
TOTAL ALLOCATIONS 129,634.78£                                                                  

PAID SINCE LAST MEETING Invoiced Services Payment Type Folio Amount
None

-£                   

To approve and pay after this Meeting Invoiced Services Payment Type Folio Amount
WSCC Clerk salary costs - April 2026 BACS 17 1,542.69£        
WSCC Clerk salary costs - May 2026 BACS 18 1,542.69£        
Nia Cumber Greener Shipley event expenses BACS 19 25.00£              
George Evans Tree surgery BACS 20 1,970.00£        
VisionICT Balance of former email services BACS 21 120.00£            
Matthew Payne Chair's allowance BACS 22 500.00£            
Unity Bank Service fee DD 23 7.00£                 
Hugo Fox Website hosting - June 2026 DD 24 23.99£              

5,731.37£        
     

Transfer to current account 5,700.00£        


