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The Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Shipley Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th February 
2026 commencing 7:30 pm held at the Andrew Hall, Shipley. 
 
16. Attendance and Apologies for Absence. 
 

Those Present: Cllr Payne (Chairman), Cllr Wright (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Hood, Cllr Huggett, Cllr 
Larcombe, Cllr Nunn, Cllr Tuck and Cllr Smale. 
Also Present: WSCC Cllr Jupp and P. Richards (Clerk). One member of the public was present. 
Apologies: Apologies were accepted from Cllr Barrett, Cllr Emrich, HDC Cllr Blackburn and HDC 
Cllr Jeffrey.  
 

17. To receive any declarations of interests from members in respect to Items on the agenda – 
none. 

18. Public Session - A resident updated Members on the progress of the proposed 2026 Stoolball 
Tournament to be held on the Coolham Playing Fields. Plans are progressing for the event to be 
held on 20th June 2026. 11 teams are expected and the resident was thankful to the parish council 
in providing the £500 previously allocated for funding for the event. 

19. Approval of the draft Minutes from the from the last meeting held on 13th January 2026. 
The draft Minutes, having been circulated previously and with an amendment to the meeting 
location, were taken as read. The Chair proposed that they be accepted and signed as correct 
records. This was AGREED.  

20. Matters Arising from the previous meeting (for information only). 
• Item 77 – SID – Chairman to contact landowner; 
• Item 129 – Highways issues – all addressed by WSCC Cllr Jupp; 
• Item 145 – Signage – WSCC Cllr Jupp met with the School Head and attended the site to review 

parking arrangements. She advised motorists accordingly. However, WSCC Highways will be 
unable to add any more signs, but she expected the new SID will have a calming effect; 

• Item 145 – replacement 40mph sign now ordered. The Chairman clarified that it was more than 
just one 40 mph sign but two 40s and a 60 that needed replacement; 

• Item 145 – graduated speed limit “buffer” (60mph to 40mph then 30mph) – WSCC Cllr Jupp 
raised the matter formally to highways about the two TROs removing the 60 mile an hour zones 
in Brooks Green and Coneyhurst. Highways commented that they weren't under consideration 
at the moment; 

• Item 145 - litter bins – Chairman to review install given expensive quote received; 
• Item 3/26 – Leak at Coolham Hall – awaiting CVH response; and 
• Item 9/26 – PROW/Bridge – WSCC Ranger met with Knepp Ranger and actions were agreed. 

The WSCC Volunteer team will undertake repairs. 
 
 

Shipley Parish Council 

Clerk:   Mr Paul Richards, Dawtreys, Bracken Lane, Storrington, West Sussex, RH20 3HR    
Tel:  07824 312070   Email: clerk@shipley-pc.gov.uk       
Website:  www.shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
 

Chair:  Cllr Matthew Payne, Purveyors Farmhouse, Coolham Road, Coolham, West Sussex, RH13 8GP   
Email:   matthew.payne@shipley-pc.gov.uk 
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21. Report from the County Councillor. 
WSCC Cllr Jupp provided an update, circulated previously, that is attached at Appendix A. In 
addition she advised that: 
• The recent incessant rainfall has caused major flooding and erosion of the highway road 

surfaces across the County; and 
• Details of riparian owner responsibilities will be circulated to the Clerk. 

22. Report from District Councillors – The HDC Councillors had given their apologies but Cllr Jeffrey’s 
update report was noted. 

23. Planning. 
a) Planning Applications. 

• DC/25/2131 - Greenacres, Saucelands Lane, Shipley - Demolition of existing buildings. 
Erection of four barn style detached dwellings with associated garages utilising existing 
access together with landscaping. 
Members voted, unanimously, to SUPPORT the application. 

• DC/26/0040 - Carvers, Emms Lane, Brooks Green - Variation of Condition 4 of previously 
approved application DC/20/1309 (Conversion of storage barn and single storey side 
extension to provide ancillary accommodation) to allow use as a separate unit of ancillary 
accommodation. 
Members voted, unanimously, to SUPPORT the application. 

b) Planning matters – The Chairman advised that he had met the Chair of Southwater PC to 
discuss possible ‘clustering’ arrangements with local parishes to combat the planning threat 
posed by delays to HDC’s Local Plan. The objective would be to form a joint and combined 
NHP. He emphasised that these exploratory discussions were informal and no decision to 
proceed was required; only approval to continue informal discussions. Cllr Tuck reported that 
SPC had publicised this matter in their February newsletter. Members shared several 
concerns about any joint NHP, but it was AGREED that the Chairman continue with the 
exploratory discussions and report back to the March 2026 meeting. 

c) Planning decisions. 
• APPEAL - DC/25/1520 - Dunnocks Emms Lane, Brooks Green - Permission in Principle 

for 1no. self build dwelling on previously developed land at Dunnocks (SPC supported the 
application, but HDC refused it); 

• PERMITTED - DC/25/1325 - Birchwood Lodge, Shaws Lane, Southwater - Variation of 
condition 1 of previously approved application reference DC/25/0070 (Demolition of 
existing dwelling, and erection of new 3 bedroom dwelling and detached garage) to amend 
the location of the dwelling together with internal changes to the ground floor plan; 

• PERMITTED DC/25/1876/ - Thornhill Stables Land, Billingshurst Road, Coolham - 
Removal of Condition 5 of previously approved application DC/24/1486 (Construction of 
a two storey four bedroom barn style dwelling) Relating to Water Neutrality; and 

• PERMITTED – DC/25/2013 - Floodgates Stables, Castle Lane, West Grinstead - Change 
of use of stables into offices (Use Class E(g)(i)) and associated alterations. 

24. Boundary Change – the Chairman reported that West Grinstead PC (WGPC) had formally 
requested that SPC join WGPC in making a Community Governance Review (CGR) to review the 
parish boundaries and incorporate the village of Dial Post into Shipley Parish. Members AGREED 
to pass the necessary resolution to allow WGPC to contact HDC to commence the review. It was 
resolved that in accordance with the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, 
Shipley Parish Council together with West Grinstead Parish Council formally request that Horsham 
District Council undertake a Community Governance Review in respect of the boundary between 
SPC and WGPC parishes. The Clerk was asked to contact the WGPC Clerk to make the necessary 
arrangements. 
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25. Roads, Footpaths, Bridleways & General Maintenance of the Parish. 
a) Forest School request to use playing field – Members reviewed the request to use the 

Coolham Playing Field. It was AGREED to grant permission subject to the usual conditions 
including provision of insurance details. 

b) Any other issues 
• The Chairman reported that the parish-owned trees across the parish had been inspected 

for damage. Several dangerous limbs required immediate attention, many oak trees at 
Coolham needed ivy removal and diseased ash trees are to be removed. In addition to this 
immediate work, a formal tree inspection will be commissioned. The Clerk will arrange for 
formal quotations for the survey; and 

• The Chairman advised that he was in contact with the Village Gateway supplier to review 
costs and locations across the parish. WSCC Cllr Jupp agreed to seek Highway’s support 
for the locations and asked that Chairman send her the necessary details. 

26. WSALC/HALC – Chairman’s forum scheduled for February 2026.  
27. Climate and Environment – Members welcomed Cllr Tuck back from her recent absence. Cllr 

Tuck referred to the 2025 consultation regarding future options for Coolham Playing field. Members 
noted her report and Greener Shipley’s revised suggestions. Members were invited to join Greener 
Shipley in a walk-around the field to review the proposals.  Cllr Tuck also advised that she had re-
introduced the use of a thermal imaging device that could be made available to residents. She 
agreed to send the necessary details to the Clerk. 

28. Finances. 
a) Donation request – 4Sight Vision Support. Members noted the request but were unable to 

grant the donation. 
b) Approve the February 2026 payments – the payment schedule was AGREED. 

29. Shipley Community. 
• Church – Cllr Nunn advised that the Shipley Village fete would be held on 25th May 2026; and 
• History Society – the 2026 events programme had been agreed. Cllr Larcombe reported that 

the Society had 54 active members but were seeking additional members from Coolham and 
the surrounding hamlets. 

30. Dates of next meeting – The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th 
March 2026 commencing 7:30pm at the Coolham Village Hall.  

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:34. 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Chair 
 
Date……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Acronym Information 
 

 

AGAR Annual Governance and Accountability Return NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

APCAG Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group PCC Parochial Church Committee

CIL Community Infrastructure Levy PiP Permission in Principle

CSW Community Speed Watch PROW Public Rights of Way

HALC Horsham Association of Local Councils SDNP South Downs National Park

HDC Horsham District Council SHELAA Strategic Housing Economic Land Availability Assessment

HDPF Horsham District Planning Framework SID Speed Indicator Device

HAMSVA Horsham and Mid Sussex Voluntary Association SPC Shipley Parish Council

LGS Local Green Space TPO Tree Preservation Order

NALC National Association of Local Councils TRO Traffic Regulation Order

NHP Neighbourhood Plan WSALC West Sussex Association of Local Councils

  WSCC West Sussex County Council
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APPENDIX A 

County Councillor Report 
Highways:  It will come as no surprise that the prolonged period of cold weather followed by consistent 
rainfall has seen a spike in the number of potholes that have appeared on our roads.  At the end of January, 
3,725 pothole repair jobs had been raised, which is 1,000 more than the same time last year.  Highways 
have increased their reactive resources to respond to this and have extra safety crews operating, as well 
as some working in the evenings and on Saturdays to keep on top of it all. 
Rainfall in the Horsham area has been 106% above average with a total of 157.4 mm recorded up to and 
including 27th January.  Where there have been reports of significant flooding, the safety response service 
and reactive jetters have attended to clear flooding.  In some instances, it has not been possible to clear 
flood water where it is linked to run-off from adjoining land and/or flooded ditches.  There is also a crew 
currently focussed on checking for gully grid obstructions and digging out/clearing grips - they attended 79 
sites in January and there are two other crews tasked with replacing or resetting broken gully assets. 
The team responded to a high volume of emergencies across the network due to the impact of Storm 
Chandra.  From the outset of the storm, a total of 81 emergency call outs were recorded across the county 
ranging from fallen trees and debris hazards to damaged infrastructure and impassable routes. 
 
The Riparian Drainage Team which was established in September 2024, comprises a Project Officer and 
a Project Support Officer, and was created in response to severe flooding during the winters of 2022/23 
and 2023/24, which revealed widespread issues caused by lack of maintenance of riparian watercourses. 
This team now supports Area Highway Teams by investigating and progressing complex drainage cases, 
particularly where highway systems rely on private or riparian watercourses that have not been properly 
maintained and helps ensure that necessary maintenance is carried out. 
Key Achievements to date: 

• 68 requests for investigations received since team was launched 
• 30 investigations completed with reports provided to Area Teams 
• 9 investigations completed with follow up action being progressed by the team 
• 9 investigations currently live and in progress. 
• 20 sites awaiting commencement of investigation 
• Riparian Toolkit distributed to Town and Parish Councils. 

The Cabinet at West Sussex County Council has agreed the next steps for its proposed balanced budget, 
which includes significant capital investment and increased net investment in key services for communities. 
The Cabinet also reaffirmed its commitment to the devolution process, which will see the creation of a new 
combined authority for the whole of Sussex.                                                                                                                 The decisions 
made at a meeting at County Hall, Chichester on 3rd February follow confirmation from Government that the 
Sussex & Brighton Combined County Authority will be created this May, with the first mayoral election due to 
take place in May 2028.  The new combined authority will see powers and funding transferred from national 
to local government to provide strategic leadership on issues such as economic growth, highways and 
transport, housing, and public safety.  The County Council will continue to work with East Sussex County 
Council and Brighton & Hove City Council on the devolution process, ahead of the anticipated legal creation 
of the new authority in the spring.  The Cabinet also agreed the next steps for its balanced budget for the year 
ahead at the meeting. The proposed budget will now go before Full Council on Friday 20th February for final 
approval.  The County Council is expected to spend £2.3 billion on the 300+ day-to-day services it will provide 
in 2026-27, as follows: 
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• £1,346.7m Managing schools and education, children’s social care and support         

• £577.2m Caring for adults and keeping people healthy      

• £90.1m Protecting the environment, recycling and waste disposal              

• £84.6m Maintaining our roads and providing transport       

• £83.8m Running our organisation  

• £72.8m Fire and Rescue services and supporting communities     

• £5.8m Supporting the local economy           

• £61.9m Financing our capital programme and other corporate items        

This includes a gross revenue increase of £65.1m to meet increasing demand pressures and costs, 
particularly in social care, home to school transport, and special educational needs and disabilities.  You can 
read more about the budget setting process at www.westsussex.gov.uk/budget and learn more about 
devolution and the creation of the new strategic combined authority at 
www.westsussex.gov.uk/campaigns/future-of-local-government-in-sussex 
 
The draft West Sussex Local Nature Recovery Strategy has been prepared in partnership with East Sussex 
County Council, Brighton and Hove City Council and Natural England.  The Environment Act 2021 introduced 
a statutory requirement for each upper-tier authority to prepare and publish a Local Nature Recovery Strategy 
to encourage more coordinated practical and focused action and investment in nature.  Ours has involved 
extensive engagement with key stakeholders, including the district and borough councils, South Downs 
National Park Authority, landowners, farmers, conservation organisations and community groups.  It sets out 
a long-term vision for nature recovery and priority actions for the first five years (including opportunities for 
habitat creation, restoration of degraded sites and improving ecological connectivity). It also provides a 
framework for delivering biodiversity net gain, climate resilience and wider environmental benefits.  For 
further information, please go via the following links to our website:                                      
https://www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/publications                                     
https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-west 
 
 
Amanda.Jupp@westsussex.gov.uk                                                                                              6th February 2026 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/budget
http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/campaigns/future-of-local-government-in-sussex
https://www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/publications
https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-west
mailto:Amanda.Jupp@westsussex.gov.uk
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APPENDIX B – HDC REPORT 
 

Parish Update – Shipley Parish Council February 2026 
 
Budget for 2026/27 Financial Year  
The Cabinet are expected to support proposals for a balanced financial and capital budget for  
the year ahead whilst also ensuring Horsham retains the lowest Council Tax charge in Sussex.  
The proposed budget not only improves financial stability but also prioritises support for the  
most vulnerable residents, whilst investing in key capital projects whilst ensuring no cuts to  
services.  
 
Despite ongoing pressures as a result of inflation, the Council is on track to deliver a balanced  
budget for 2026/27, with a projected £1.6 million surplus which will be invested in an enlarged  
capital programme.  
 
Thanks to ongoing prudent financial management and healthy reserves, the Council remains  
well-positioned to protect essential services, support those in need, and invest in projects that  
enhance the quality of life of residents across the Horsham District.  
 
Local Plan Update  
Following on from Horsham District Council (HDC) writing to the Planning Inspector late last year 
requesting a reopening of our Local Plan hearings, the Inspector has since written back and agreed to hold 
an Exploratory/procedural meeting on the 26th of February where the Inspector will explore the feasibility 
of reopening the hearings with representatives of the council. This is a positive step as without an up-to-
date Local Plan in place, the district remains at risk of speculative developments that the council 
continues to find challenging to resist. Passing a Local Plan is in the interests of the district to ensure a cap 
on the volume of development coming forward which in turn also provides the best opportunity for much-
needed accompanying infrastructure as part of sensible, long-term planning.  
 
Consultation Extension – DC/25/1658: Reserved Matters Application for 73 Dwellings, Woodfords, 
Shipley Road  
The consultation for the reserved matters application for 73 dwellings at Woodfords, Shipley Road has 
been extended until 𝐅𝐫𝐢𝐝𝐚𝐲 𝟐𝟎𝐭𝐡 𝐅𝐞𝐛𝐫𝐮𝐚𝐫𝐲.  
As this is a reserved matters application, the focus is solely on the layout and composition of the proposed 
development. I like others have outstanding concerns with some of the elements being proposed and 
would encourage residents if they have not done so already to respond to the consultation during the 
extended deadline to ensure that your voices are heard and taken into account before the application 
comes before the Planning Committee towards the end of the month/early March.  
  
Food Waste Collections  
From February, HDC will begin the rollout of new food waste collections. Households across the District 
will begin to receive letters notifying you of this along with further information on the delivery of food waste 
caddies and liners. The introduction of food waste collections is a mandatory requirement from Central 
Government with the aim of reducing overall food waste ending up in landfill. In Horsham District, over 
40% of all household waste is comprised of food waste. By separating food waste from general household 
waste, this will reduce the volumes being sent to landfill with food waste collected via the new scheme 
being sent to an Anaerobic Digester plant to be converted into clean energy and biofertilizer. Residents can 
expect to receive further information including delivery dates for separate food waste caddies and bins  
nearer to the time Southwater is due to be enrolled onto the scheme.  
 
Capitol Refurbishment Update  
The Capitol Horsham closed its doors on the 4th of January as it prepares for a major refurbishment - it’s 
first for over 20 years. After the final performance of this year’s record-breaking pantomime Robin Hood, 
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The Capitol closed to commence a major refurbishment programme. The refurbishment will mark the start 
of a new chapter for one of the district’s most loved cultural venues.  
After the 10-month closure, people from across the Horsham District will be set to enjoy an improved 
theatre and cinema experience which will safeguard the theatre for the next 20 years and beyond.  
 
If councillors have any questions regarding the contents of this report, please do pass these onto me and 
I will respond. Alternatively, councillors can contact me directly using the details below:  
 
E: alex.jeffery@horsham.gov.uk  
Tel: 07751633398  
 
Best wishes,  
Councillor Alex Jeffery  
District Councillor for Southwater South & Shipley Ward 
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APPENDIX C - PAYMENTS 
 

 

Income since last meeting Amount
Lloyds Bank interest 24.21£                                                                          

TOTAL INCOME 24.21£                                                                          

Funds Transferred since last meeting Amount
Deposit Account to Current Account 2,000.00£                                                                   
BALANCES ON ACCOUNT Amount
Unity Bank Current Account (T1) 822.06£                                                                       31 January 2026

Unity Savings Account (T2) 39,040.73£                                                                 31 January 2026

Lloyds Savings Account 47,523.23£                                                                 31 January 2026

Investment Acc. (NSI) 5,387.65£                                                                   31 January 2026

TOTAL BALANCES 92,773.67£                                                                 
EARMARKED RESERVES Amount
Coolham Airfield Memorial 733.00£                                                                       
Replacement play equipment - reserve fund 7,500.00£                                                                   
Finger Posts 1,700.00£                                                                   
Bridleway Improvement 600.00£                                                                       
Parish maintenance - inc Ash Die back 2,803.00£                                                                   
Playing field and pavilion maintenance 1,500.00£                                                                   
Replacement noticeboards 2,450.00£                                                                   
Defibrillator replacement fund 1,000.00£                                                                   
Includes Election Reserves 2,100.00£                                                                   
Greener Shipley - eco projects 4,500.00£                                                                   
Community Infrastructure Levy 5,414.81£                                                                   
Includes NHP Funding Reserves 500.00£                                                                       
Traffic management (Coolham crossroad & Pound Lane etc.) 22,509.00£                                                                 
TOTAL ALLOCATIONS 53,309.81£                                                                 

PAID SINCE LAST MEETING Invoiced Services Payment Type Folio Amount
None

-£                   

To approve and pay after this Meeting Invoiced Services Payment Type Folio Amount
WSCC Clerk's salary - February 2026 BACS 77 1,542.69£        
Starboard Systems Scribe accounting package - annual fee BACS 78 464.48£            
Unity Bank Service fee DD 79 6.00£                 
Hugo Fox Website hosting - January 2026 DD 80 23.99£              
Matthew Payne SID fixings and padlock BACS 81 57.47£              

2,094.63£        

Transfer to current account 2,000.00£        


