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The Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Shipley Parish Council held on Tuesday 13th January 
2026 commencing 7:00 pm held at the Coolham Village Hall. 
 
1. Attendance and Apologies for Absence. 
 

Those Present: Cllr Payne (Chairman), Cllr Wright (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Barrett, Cllr de Zoete, Cllr 
Emrich, Cllr Hood, Cllr Huggett and Cllr Nunn. 
Also Present: HDC Cllr Blackburn and P. Richards (Clerk). One member of the public was present. 
Apologies: Apologies were accepted from Cllr Larcombe, Cllr Tuck, Cllr Smale & HDC Cllr Jeffrey.  
 

2. To receive any declarations of interests from members in respect to Items on the agenda – Cllr 
Emrich declared an interest in planning application DC/25/2013. He asked for a dispensation to 
remain in the room given the inclement weather. This was AGREED and Cllr Emrich would be 
allowed to remain in the room but not vote on the application. 

3. Public Session - The Chair of the Coolham Hall Management Committee advised that Hall charges 
would increase in 2026 by £6 per session. She also referred to the ongoing issue of a leak adjacent 
to the security barrier. The SPC Chair will meet with her to review. She also advised that Southern 
Water attended to the sewage leak in the car park (land owned by SPC). However, the blockage and 
outflow of sewerage had returned, and she awaited a response from the water company. The SPC 
Chair advised that he had taped off the area in question to prevent cars/people from inadvertently 
crossing the sewage pond. 

4. Approval of the draft Minutes from the from the last meeting held on 16th December 2025. 
The draft Minutes, having been circulated previously and with an amendment to the meeting 
location, were taken as read. The Chair proposed that they be accepted and signed as correct 
records. This was AGREED.  

5. Matters Arising from the previous meeting (for information only). 
• Item 129 – Highways issues – TBA – WSCC Cllr Jupp; 
• Item 145 – Highways issues – TBA – WSCC Cllr Jupp; and 
• Item 145 - litter bins – Clerk to seek installation quotes via Facebook. 

6. Report from the County Councillor. 
WSCC Cllr Jupp provided an update, circulated previously, that is attached at Appendix A. In 
addition she advised that: 
• The 2026/27 budget (estimated expenditure of £2.3 billion) would be proposed at the WSCC 

Cabinet meeting on 3rd February 2026 for approval at the full council meeting scheduled for 
20th February 2026. The increase on Council Tax would remain limited to 4.99%; 

• A new Library Management system will result in a temporary closure of libraries from 19th 
January 2026 to 22nd January 2026; and 

• WSCC Highways received favourable feedback on their management of pothole repairs in a 
recent Government survey. 
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7. Report from District Councillors – HDC Cllr Blackburn provided an update that included: 
• An update on the progress of the HDC Local Plan will be provided on 14th January 2026. She 

will circulate the details once available; and 
• The Cabinet will review the 2026/27 budget at their meeting on 14th January 2026 which aims 

to provide a balanced budget. A projected surplus of £1.6m will be spent on a range of projects 
including the refurbishment of the Capital Theatre and new waste collection vehicles. 

8. Planning. 
a) Planning Applications. 

• DC/25/2004 – Whitemans Cottage, Sincox Lane, Shipley - Demolition of existing 
dwelling and construction of a replacement dwelling and a car port. 
Members voted to SUPPORT the application. 

• DC/25/2013 - Floodgates Stables, Castle Lane, West Grinstead - Change of use of 
stables into offices (Use Class E(g)(i)) and associated alterations. 
Members voted to SUPPORT the application. 

• DC/25/2028 - Rose Cottage, Bakers Lane, Shipley - Change of use of residential land to 
allow for the siting of a shepherd's hut, sauna and hot tub for commercial holiday lets, 
together with associated landscaping. 
Members voted to SUPPORT the application but requested conditions be imposed relating 
to the colour of cladding and screening of the proposed hot tub; 

• DC/25/2042 - Hilltop Country Park, Emms Lane, Brooks Green - Change of use of 
existing 23no. static holiday caravans to permanent residential occupation. (Use Class 
C3). 
Members voted to OBJECT to the application. Members noted that the caravan park had 
been subject to un-permitted fulltime occupancy for several years. HDC were aware of this 
yet took no previous action to enforce the "holiday use" planning condition. The reasons for 
the objection include: 

o This should have been a retrospective application to seek consent to regularise its 
current use; 

o The site was not designed or approved to support permanent household 
infrastructure needs; 

o It conflicts with the Local Plan and NPPF sustainability principles; 
o It results in loss of valuable tourism accommodation; 
o It introduces residential development in an unsuitable and unsustainable location; 
o It increases pressure on local services; and  
o It changes site character and creates harmful precedent. 

• DC/25/2121 - Old House Manor Estate, Cowfold Road, Coolham - Conversion of 
existing manor house into 14no. residential units. (Retrospective). 
Members voted to SUPPORT the application. 

b) Planning matters – none. 
c) Planning decisions. 

• APPROVED - DC/25/2143 - Telecommunications Mast, Bar Lane, Southwater - 
Installation of 2no. Omni Antenna fixed to a offset brackets, Installation of 2no. LAN 
Modems fixed to new offset brackets together with ancillary development thereto; 

• APPROVED - DC/25/1622 and 1623 - Bentons Place Hooklands Lane Shipley - Demolition 
of modern extension to east elevation. Construction of a single storey rear extension. 
General repair works and internal alterations. SPC OBJECTED to this decision; 

• APPROVED - DC/25/1868 - Bentons Place Hooklands Lane Shipley - Prior Notification 
for Change of Use of 2no. Agricultural Buildings to 7no. dwelling houses (C3 Use Class). 
SPC OBJECTED to this decision; 



 
Shipley Parish Council  13th January 2026  Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 
 Page 3 | 6 

 

 

• APPROVED – DC/25/0122 - Bentons Place, Hooklands Lane, Shipley - Proposed 
installation of cladding and doors to existing barn; 

• APPROVED - DC/24/1417 - Sweepers, Saucelands Lane, Shipley - Demolition of existing 
dwelling and erection of a double storey dwelling; and 

• APPROVED - DC/25/1095 - The Bungalow, Smithers Hill, Lane Shipley - Demolition of 
existing dwelling and construction of a replacement dwelling with detached car port/store 
building. Alterations to existing vehicle  

Members noted the inconsistency of assessment by HDC officers relating to the applications 
approved by HDC but objected to by SPC.  

9. Roads, Footpaths, Bridleways & General Maintenance of the Parish. 
Cllr Hood referred to a muddy bridlepath adjacent to the Old Vicarage. Whereas part of the path 
had been capped, horses and pedestrians are forced to use an uncapped muddy stretch of the 
path which is often impassable. WSCC Cllr Jupp agreed to raise this concern with the local PRoW 
Ranger and Cllr Emrich also agreed to review the issue. 

10. Boundary Chage – no update. 
11. WSALC/HALC – no update.  
12. Climate and Environment – no update 
13. Finances. 

a) Approve the January payments - approved.  
14. Shipley Community – no update. The proposed Stoolball Tournament was discussed. Whereas 

the Village Hall had been booked for the event in June, SPC await more details from the organiser. 
15. Dates of next meeting – The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th 

February 2026 commencing 7:30pm at the Andrew Hall.  

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:34. 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Chair 
 
Date……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Acronym Information 
 

 

AGAR Annual Governance and Accountability Return NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

APCAG Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group PCC Parochial Church Committee

CIL Community Infrastructure Levy PiP Permission in Principle

CSW Community Speed Watch PROW Public Rights of Way

HALC Horsham Association of Local Councils SDNP South Downs National Park

HDC Horsham District Council SHELAA Strategic Housing Economic Land Availability Assessment

HDPF Horsham District Planning Framework SID Speed Indicator Device

HAMSVA Horsham and Mid Sussex Voluntary Association SPC Shipley Parish Council

LGS Local Green Space TPO Tree Preservation Order

NALC National Association of Local Councils TRO Traffic Regulation Order

NHP Neighbourhood Plan WSALC West Sussex Association of Local Councils

  WSCC West Sussex County Council
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APPENDIX A 

County Councillor’s Report – January 2026 

Happy New Year! 

You may be interested in the latest update on the situation on the A29 at Church Hill, Pulborough:                                                               

West Sussex County Council remains committed to resolving the ongoing situation with the A29, Church 
Hill in Pulborough following a landslide in late December 2022. We will continue to work towards 
reaching a resolution which will be to the benefit of residents, businesses and visitors across 
Pulborough. The landslide occurred on the steep embankments situated at the narrowest part of the 
A29. These embankments are in private ownership and the council does not have legal right to enter or 
carry out work required on this private land without the permission of the owners.                                                                   

Shortly after the landslide, geo-technical experts assessed the embankments and advised that due to 
the established instability of the land on both sides, it was not safe to fully reopen the road to vehicles 
and pedestrians. We continue to regularly monitor the site to ensure it remains safe for the current use 
arrangements.                                                                                                   

Since the initial incident we have engaged in regular discussions with the landowners.  However, when 
we were not able to reach an agreement with them as quickly as we had hoped, we installed traffic lights 
and concrete blocks to allow safe single-file traffic in April 2023.                                                       

The private ownership of the embankments is still the main challenge the council faces when attempting 
to achieve a long-term solution. Legal options to address the lack of an agreed solution are limited and 
the statutory notices served on the landowners to allow work on the embankments have been appealed 
by them and referred to the magistrates’ court system which is suffering from lengthy delays.                                                                                                             

Whilst we have not made as much progress as we were hoping this year, there is the prospect of some 
being made with a court hearing having been set for January 2026.  If this route to have the planned works 
approved through the courts does not provide the much-needed solution in a timely way, the County 
Council will keep other legal routes under active consideration.                                                                                                                                                 

We appreciate that the ongoing delay in resolving the situation has caused frustration locally, and we will 
keep focussed on exploring all options to reach a resolution, including engaging with the landowners if 
they are open to further discussion. We will also continue to keep residents and stakeholders informed 
of any progress. 

For your information, the Government has launched an open Call for Evidence to inform a major new 
Young People and Work report, commissioned in November 2025 and led by the Rt Hon Alan Milburn. The 
review will examine the sharp rise in the number of young people who are Not in Education, Employment 
or Training (NEET), with a particular focus on disabled young people and those with health conditions. Its 
findings will shape future policy responses aimed at improving access to good work, education and 
training.                                     

Why This Matters - around one million young people aged 16–24 are now NEET — approximately one in 
eight. Many are economically inactive, meaning they are not currently looking for or able to start work, 
and evidence shows a strong link with health and mental health conditions.  For young people, the 
consequences can be long-lasting: reduced confidence, missed opportunities and significantly lower 
lifetime earnings. Addressing this challenge requires looking beyond education alone, to consider the 
roles of employers, health services, benefits systems, communities and place.   
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A Vital Opportunity for Rural Voices - rural areas face distinct challenges that can affect young people’s 
ability to access education, training and employment — including transport availability, distance to 
services, digital connectivity, employer density and access to specialist support.  This Call for Evidence 
is a key opportunity to ensure that rural experiences and realities are fully reflected in national policy 
thinking.                                                            

Who Should Contribute? - the Call for Evidence is open to anyone with relevant insight or lived 
experience, including: 

• Young people with experience of being NEET 
• Disabled young people and those with health conditions 
• Parents and carers 
• Employers 
• Frontline services supporting young people 
• Trade unions 
• Academics and think-tanks 
• Education, employment, health and careers providers 

What Questions Are Being Asked? - the review is seeking evidence to help answer two core questions: 

1. What is stopping more young people from participating in employment, education or training? 

2. What would make the biggest difference in supporting more young people to participate?                                                                              

Evidence is particularly welcome on issues such as: 

• Changes in the labour market and nature of work 
• Young people’s aspirations and employer expectations 
• Mental health and neurodevelopmental trends 
• Skills mismatches 
• Benefits and employment support systems 
• Transitions between education, health, employment and welfare 
• Childhood experiences 
• Community and place-based factors 

How To Submit Evidence  Email: youngpeopleandwork.report@dwp.gov.uk                        
Deadline: Friday 30 January 2026 

I look forward to seeing you at the Parish Council meeting. 

Best wishes                                                                                                                     

Amanda 
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APPENDIX B – PAYMENTS 
 

 

Payments January 2026

Income since last meeting Amount
Lloyds Bank interest 22.63£                                                                          
Unity Trust interest 241.54£                                                                       
TOTAL INCOME 264.17£                                                                       

Funds Transferred since last meeting Amount
Deposit Account to Current Account 2,000.00£                                                                   
BALANCES ON ACCOUNT Amount
Unity Bank Current Account (T1) 786.21£                                                                       31 December 2026

Unity Savings Account (T2) 41,040.73£                                                                 31 December 2026

Lloyds Savings Account 47,499.02£                                                                 31 December 2026

Investment Acc. (NSI) 5,387.65£                                                                   31 December 2026

TOTAL BALANCES 94,713.61£                                                                 
EARMARKED RESERVES Amount
Coolham Airfield Memorial 733.00£                                                                       
Replacement play equipment - reserve fund 7,500.00£                                                                   
Finger Posts 1,700.00£                                                                   
Bridleway Improvement 600.00£                                                                       
Parish maintenance - inc Ash Die back 2,803.00£                                                                   
Playing field and pavilion maintenance 1,500.00£                                                                   
Replacement noticeboards 2,450.00£                                                                   
Defibrillator replacement fund 1,000.00£                                                                   
Includes Election Reserves 2,100.00£                                                                   
Winterisation of car park field -£                                                                               £2,500 Paid May 2025

Greener Shipley - eco projects 4,500.00£                                                                   
Community Infrastructure Levy 5,414.81£                                                                   
Includes NHP Funding Reserves 500.00£                                                                       
Traffic management (Coolham crossroad & Pound Lane etc.) 22,509.00£                                                                 
TOTAL ALLOCATIONS 53,309.81£                                                                 

PAID SINCE LAST MEETING Invoiced Services Payment Type Folio Amount
None

-£                   

To approve and pay after this Meeting Invoiced Services Payment Type Folio Amount
WSCC Clerk's salary - December 2025 BACS 71 1,542.69£        
Local Authority Technology CIC Gov.UK email system BACS 72 312.00£            
Andrew Hall Management Committee Hall hire - 9/10 and 16/12 BACS 73 67.50£              
Unity Bank Service fee DD 74 6.00£                 
Hugo Fox Website hosting - November 2025 DD 75 23.99£              
Matthew Payne "Caution" tape for sewage link BACS 76 11.97£              

1,964.15£        

Transfer to current account 2,000.00£        


