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The Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Shipley Parish Council held on Tuesday 21st July 2026 
commencing 7:30 pm held at the Coolham Village Hall. 
 
94. Attendance and Apologies for Absence. 
 

Those Present: Cllr Payne (Chairman), Cllr Barrett, Cllr Emrich, Cllr Hood, Cllr Larcombe, Cllr 
Nunn, Cllr Tuck and Cllr Wright. 
Also Present: WSCC Cllr Baynham, HDC Cllr Jeffrey and P. Richards (Clerk).  
Six members of the public were present. 
Apologies: Apologies were accepted from Cllr Huggett, Cllr Smale and HDC Cllr Blackburn. 
 

95. To receive any declarations of interests from members in respect to Items on the agenda – Cllr 
Nunn expressed in item 106b (Church donation) and sought a dispensation to remain in the room 
when this item would be discussed. She also agreed not to vote on this matter. 

96. Public Session 
• A family member representing the Shipley Windmill advised that a Permitted Development 

planning application had been made to HDC for a temporary campsite at Kings Land. The 
period of opening would be limited to August 2026 only. He advised that the site’s purpose was 
to generate funds to assist with the maintenance of the windmill. He further advised that the 
family had spent £20,000 this year on repairs and restoration. The Chairman thanked him for 
the update; and 

• The grant applicant presented his application, and it was AGREED to hear the application 
directly. Clarification on the use of the grant was sought and the applicant confirmed that it 
was for the maintenance of the churchyard and footpath only and that the request was for 
£1,500. The Clerk was asked to provide the 2026/27 budget sum for grants, and he advised that 
it was £850. Members reviewed the application and AGREED to grant the requested amount of 
£850 only. 

97. Approval of the draft Minutes from the from the last meetings. 
The draft Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 2nd July 2026, and the Ordinary meeting held on 
9th June 2026 having been circulated previously were taken as read and AGREED. 

98. Matters Arising from the previous meeting (for information only). 
• Item 132 – VAS – Cllr Payne and Emrich to arrange installation; 
• Item 145 – Litter bin – Chairman to progress; 
• Item 54 – Chair send location details to WSCC Cllr Baynham; 
• Item 84 - Missing speed signs – Chair to send location details to WSCC Cllr Baynham; 
• Item 90 - Inspect Church Close tree – Cllr Emrich; 
• Item 100 - Send bridge repair details to WSCC Cllr MB – Clerk; 

Shipley Parish Council 

Clerk:   Mr Paul Richards, Dawtreys, Bracken Lane, Storrington, West Sussex, RH20 3HR    
Tel:  07824 312070   Email: clerk@shipley-pc.gov.uk       
Website:  www.shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
 

Chair:  Cllr Matthew Payne, Purveyors Farmhouse, Coolham Road, Coolham, West Sussex, RH13 8GP   
Email:   matthew.payne@shipley-pc.gov.uk 
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• Item 100 - Tench Forward bridge -  Address broken rail & C/way- WSCC Cllr Baynham 
• Item 101b - Village Gateway - Liaise with supplier to install – Chairman. 

 

99. Report from the County Councillor. 
WSCC Cllr Baynham’s report, circulated previously, was noted. It is attached at Appendix A. 
• He was asked when the bridge repair on the Windmill bridleway (as identified in WSCC’s capital 

programme) would be commenced. The Clerk was asked to forward details to Cllr Baynham; 
• He was also asked to organise repairs to the Tench Forward bridge (Dial Post road) as the 

carriageway had given way and a railing was broken. 
100. Report from District Councillors. 

HDC Cllr Jeffrey referred to his update, circulated previously which is attached at Appendix B.   
101. Planning. 
a) Planning applications. 

• DC/26/0723 - Chandos, Billingshurst Road, Coolham - Change of use of land from paddock to 
residential, formation of access and closure of existing access. 
Members voted, unanimously, to SUPPORT the application. 

• DC/26/0951 - Snappers Field, Shipley Road, Southwater - Erection of ground floor extensions 
and erection of porch. Erection of first floor and roof extensions with dormers to connect first floor. 
Erection of chimney stack and alterations to fenestrations. 
Members voted, unanimously, to SUPPORT the application. 

• DC/26/0970 - 1 Church Gate, Red Lane, Shipley - Replacement of front door. (Listed Building 
Consent). 
Members voted, unanimously, to SUPPORT the application. 

• DC/26/0973 - Barn Home Farmhouse, Cowfold Road, Coolham - Extension and alteration of The 
Dutch Barn (used for the storage and maintenance of classic cars and agricultural equipment) to 
form a residential unit and extension to form replacement storage bay following the removal of 
existing storage bay. 
Members voted to submit NO OBJECTION the application. 

• DC/26/1035 - Oakwood Cottages, Hooklands Lane, Shipley - Variation of condition 4 of 
previously approved application reference: DC/26/0539 (Erection of two bay garage with 
alterations to fenestration, including additional dormer to eastern elevation of existing dwelling.) 
for the garage to be used in association with 'Stable Cottage'. 
Members voted to SUPPORT the application – VOTES – 6 support and 2 against. 

b) Planning matters. 
• The chairman reported that WSCC had approved the village gateway locations and that he would 

approach the supplier to arrange installation in September 2026; and 
• The Chairman reported that the Community Governance Review had now concluded and Members 

reviewed the options that related to Shipley Parish. 
c) Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Chairman advised that: 
• the inaugural meeting of the Shipley Neighbourhood Parish Working Group (SNHPWG) was held 

earlier, and the Group were updated on the Joint NHP meeting; 
• A shared Shipley and Southwater dedicated NHP website will be available shortly and will act as 

the focal point for communication and information to the residents; 
• FAQs will also be provided ASAP in addition to the clarification statement agreed by SNHPWG 

earlier; and 



 

 
Shipley Parish Council  21st July 2026  Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 
 Page 3 | 11 

 

 

• The consultation of the Plan Area proposals would conclude on 7th August 2026, and it is expected 
that HDC will take 4-6 weeks to review and feedback on the consultation process. A decision will 
then be made by HDC, and the formal planning process would commence if agreed. 

d) Planning decisions. 
• PERMITTED - DC/26/0135 - Rascalls Farm, Shipley Road, Southwater - "Variation of Conditions 

1, 5, 6, 11, 13, and 19 and Removal of Conditions 7 and 9 of previously approved application 
DC/24/0249 (Reserved matters application for the erection 6of 96 dwellings and ancillary parking 
and landscaping following approval of outline application DC/20/0695 (up to 100 residential units 
with associated vehicular and pedestrian access), relating to layout, scale, appearance and 
landscaping) relating to plans, arboricultural measures and water neutrality [SPC OBJECTED to 
the trees and landscaping matter] 

• PERMITTED - DC/26/0288 - Well Cottage, Emms Lane, Brooks Green - Change of Use of 
existing paddock into residential curtilage; 

• PERMITTED – DC/26/0676 - Camomile Barn, Emms Lane, Brooks Green - Surgery to x1 acer 
campestre; 

• REFUSED – DC/26/0451 - Helford Barn, Sincox Lane, Shipley - Outline Application for the 
erection of two dwellings following demolition of existing storage building with all matters 
reserved except access [SPC submitted a NEUTRAL comment for the application] and 

• REFUSED – DC/26/0648 - Jendens Farm, Smithers Hill Lane, Shipley - Retention and 
completion of partially constructed cabin (in place of a mobile home now removed) to be used as 
groom / farm workers accommodation [SPC voted to SUPPORT the application. 

102. Roads, Footpaths, Bridleways & General Maintenance of the Parish. 
a) Junior Playground equipment replacement – the Chairman reported that 3 quotes had been 

received and circulated to Members for review. He suggested that the quotes be assessed and 
preferred supplier appointed at the September meeting. This was AGREED. 

b) Other parish matters – none. 
103. WSALC/HALC – no update.  
104. Newsletter. 

The Chairman asked if any Councillor would like to take over the responsibility of managing the 
newsletter content each month. No volunteers came forward to take over the duties although Cllr 
Nunn agreed to liaise with the editor if necessary. 

105. Climate and Environment – Cllr Tuck provide an update that included: 
• A carbon emission parity pathway analysis showed that the housing stock in Shipley was 

assessed to be at the higher end of the carbon emissions scale. This could be due to a 
combination of factors such as the age of properties, a dependency on oil for heating and the 
lack of gas supply across the parish. To address this issue, Greener Shipley plan a local event 
to highlight energy saving initiatives and tools available to residents from HDC; and 

• A carbon literacy training session had been attended with Cllr Tuck passing the required 
examination. 

106. Finances. 
a) Approve the July 2026 payments – the payment schedule was AGREED and is attached at 

Appendix C. 
b) Grant application – approved at item 96. 

107. Shipley Community. 
• Members advised that the Stoolball Tournament was reported to be a successful event 

although no invitation was sent to SPC to participate; and 
• Cllr Larcombe reported on a successful annual History Society meeting that was well attended 

including the family of the late Bob Phillips. 
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108. Dates of next meeting. 
The next Ordinary Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 1st September 2026 commencing 7:30pm 
at the Coolham Village Hall. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:06. 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Chair 
 
Date……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
Acronym Information 
 

 

  

 

AGAR Annual Governance and Accountability Return NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

APCAG Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group PCC Parochial Church Committee

CIL Community Infrastructure Levy PiP Permission in Principle

CSW Community Speed Watch PROW Public Rights of Way

HALC Horsham Association of Local Councils SDNP South Downs National Park

HDC Horsham District Council SHELAA Strategic Housing Economic Land Availability Assessment

HDPF Horsham District Planning Framework SID Speed Indicator Device

HAMSVA Horsham and Mid Sussex Voluntary Association SPC Shipley Parish Council

LGS Local Green Space TPO Tree Preservation Order

NALC National Association of Local Councils TRO Traffic Regulation Order

NHP Neighbourhood Plan WSALC West Sussex Association of Local Councils

  WSCC West Sussex County Council
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APPENDIX A 
County Councillor’s report 

County wide matters 

At the first regular meeting of the Council, LibDems and Greens proposed a motion aimed at persuading 
the Government to review the funding formula for Education in West Sussex. Despite the introduction of 
the National Funding Formula in 2018, West Sussex remains among the lowest-funded local authorities 
in England for both primary and secondary school funding. The motion also highlighted concerns that 
current funding arrangements do not adequately reflect the county’s labour market and housing costs, 
creating additional challenges for schools in recruiting and retaining staff. 

The motion follows a letter sent by headteachers from across West Sussex to the county’s Members of 
Parliament in May 2026, expressing what they described as their “profound and growing concern 
regarding the chronic underfunding of our schools”. This was passed unanimously. 

A further motion put forward by the Reform Group, which sought to restrict subjects that can be 
discussed at Council, beyond the rules that already exist, was voted down. 

My  Council roles 

I reported last time that I had been appointed to the Performance & Finance Scrutiny committee. I have 
now been elected Chair of the committee and will use this position to hold the administration to close 
account. 

Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution 

The Government’s programme of devolution and local government reorganisation continues to progress. 
The Combined County Authority (West and East Sussex and Brighton) is now in place, albeit that 
elections for the Mayor to lead it won’t take place until May 2028. In the meantime the CCA is led by a 
board made up of leaders and deputies from the three constituent authorities, with a rotating chair. 

Alongside this the Government’s proposals to replace two tier authorities with a single Unitary is 
scheduled to take effect in April 2028 with elections for a ‘shadow authority’ next May. We were expecting 
a decision from the Government last week on the geographical split in West Sussex for the expected two 
unitaries, however they announced that the decision would be delayed until October. This is deeply 
disappointing. 

Local Engagement 

I have escalated several roadway issues to WSCC Highways and have kept the Clerk informed of 
responses. I also raised the footpath bridge issue and again informed the Clerk of the position. The 
‘missing 40mph speed sign’ in Coolham Road is a bit more mysterious. Officers visited the location and 
told me that there was no missing sign. 

Officers are also investigating whether a lower speed limit or traffic calming is appropriate for the B2129 
at j/w Sproutes Lane following a concern raised with me by a local resident. 

If you would like to raise any local (or other) issues with me, please do so. 

Mark Baynham, County Councillor for Billingshurst Division 

mark.baynham@westsussex.gov.uk    Tel.07885 805989 

mailto:mark.baynham@westsussex.gov.uk
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APPENDIX B 
 

 Parish Council Update – July 2026  
 
Horsham District Local Plan Main Modifications  
Following the appointment of a new Planning Inspector and the recommencement of the examination 
process, Horsham District Council's Cabinet has agreed to consult on a Schedule of Proposed Main 
Modifications to the Local Plan. A six-week public consultation is running from 13 July to 24 August 
2026. A link to the consultation can be found here: https://www.horsham.gov.uk/council-democracy-
and-elections/consultations  
 
The Inspector has concluded that the submitted Local Plan does not provide sufficient housing to meet 
identified needs. The Council has therefore been required to increase its housing requirement to include 
Horsham's own needs, a proportion of Crawley's unmet housing need, and a contribution towards unmet 
need arising from the South Coast area. This increases the overall housing requirement to 18,712 homes, 
with the plan identifying capacity for approximately 20,915 homes to provide flexibility and contingency.  
To achieve this, a number of additional housing allocations across the district are proposed. Of 
particular relevance locally, the modifications include an additional allocation of 100 homes on land 
south of Hogs Wood in Southwater. Other new or expanded allocations are proposed in settlements 
including Adversane, Ashington, Billingshurst, Cowfold, Henfield, Horsham, Kilnwood Vale, Lower 
Beeding, Partridge Green, Rudgwick, Small Dole and Storrington.  
 
The largest proposed strategic allocation is at Adversane, which is expected to deliver 3,200 homes 
overall (1,425 within the current plan period) together with land for a secondary school. The Council's 
evidence suggests this location offers advantages in terms of infrastructure provision, transport 
connections and educational capacity.  
 
The modifications also update a number of planning policies to reflect expected changes to national 
planning guidance. This includes revisions to affordable housing, economic development, biodiversity 
net gain requirements and climate-related policies. Affordable housing requirements on some smaller 
greenfield sites are proposed to reduce from 45% to 35% following updated viability assessments.  
The Council has considered withdrawing the current Local Plan and starting again under the new 
planning system but has rejected this option due to the significant risks of speculative development, loss 
of planning control and delays to securing infrastructure and environmental protections.  
 
Following consultation, all representations will be submitted directly to the Planning Inspector. Further 
examination hearings are expected in October 2026, with adoption of the Local Plan currently 
anticipated in early 2027, subject to the Inspector finding the plan sound.  
 
Parish Councils, residents and stakeholders are encouraged to review the proposed modifications and 
submit any comments during the consultation period.  
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Horsham District 2045 Scoping Consultation and Call for Sites  
I would like to update members on two important consultations currently being undertaken by Horsham 
District Council as part of the preparation of a new-style Local Plan for Horsham District.  
 
Horsham District 2045 Scoping Consultation  
Consultation period: 30 June – 28 July 2026  
This represents the first stage in preparing the new Local Plan. The Council has been asked by Central 
Government to undertake this work alongside the examination of the current Draft Local Plan.  
The consultation seeks residents’ views on the key issues and priorities that the new plan should 
address, including:  
• future housing needs;  

• employment and economic growth;  

• infrastructure requirements;  

• climate change and sustainability;  

• protection and enhancement of nature;  

• design quality;  

• health and wellbeing; and  

• maintaining local character.  
 
At this stage, no sites are being proposed or selected for development. The purpose of the 
consultation is to gather views on the challenges facing the district and how residents would like to be 
involved as the new Local Plan progresses.  
 
Call for Sites  
Consultation period: 30 June – 25 August 2026  
Running alongside the Scoping Consultation, the Council is also undertaking a Call for Sites exercise. 
This provides an opportunity for landowners and other interested parties to put forward land that could 
potentially be considered for future uses, including housing, employment, renewable energy or 
biodiversity projects.  
 
It is important to note that submitting a site does not mean that it will be allocated for development or 
that planning permission will be granted. Any sites submitted will be subject to detailed assessment 
against planning policies, infrastructure capacity, environmental constraints and other relevant 
considerations before any decisions are made.  
 
The timing of these consultations reflects national planning requirements and the timetable associated 
with the independent examination process. I recognise that the consultation period falls during the 
summer months, when engagement can sometimes be more challenging, but these opportunities are 
important in helping to shape the future of Horsham District over the coming decades.  
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Residents and interested parties are encouraged to take part and share their views.  
Further information and consultation materials are available at: https://www.horsham.gov.uk/council-
democracy-and-elections/consultations  
 
Community Governance Review  
The first stage of Horsham District Council’s Community Governance Review consultation closed on 22 
June 2026.  
The consultation sought views from residents, parish councils and other interested parties on the most 
appropriate arrangements for representing communities across the district.  
A total of 26 parish councils responded. Of these:  
• 14 proposed changes to governance arrangements in some form; and  

• 12 supported retaining the current arrangements for their parish.  
 
The Council also received feedback from a number of District and County Councillors, alongside 305 
responses from residents.  
 
The outcomes of this consultation will now be considered by the Council’s Governance Committee, 
which will meet on 22 July 2026 to review the feedback received and develop draft recommendations for 
the next stage of the review.  
 
Refuse Collections During Periods of Extreme Heat  
During periods of extreme heat, Horsham District Council will make temporary adjustments to refuse 
and recycling collection arrangements to support the safety and wellbeing of collection crews.  
Where required, crews may begin work earlier, from 5:00am or 5:30am, to enable more collections to 
take place before temperatures become more challenging later in the day.  
 
Any changes to collection times will be communicated through the Council’s website and social media 
channels.  
 
Residents should still report any missed collections as usual. Where a resident reports that their bin was 
not collected and the collection crew visited their street before 6:00am, the Council will arrange a return 
visit.  
 
Love Parks Week  
Love Parks Week is a celebration of Horsham District’s parks and open spaces, bringing communities 
together through a programme of free and low-cost activities, including arts, crafts, performances and 
sports.  
 
This year’s events will take place from Saturday 26 July to Wednesday 30 July 2026, with activities being 
held across a number of parks and green spaces throughout the district.  
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Event locations include:  
 
Saturday 26 July – Sunday 27 July  
• Bennetts Field, Horsham  

• Fletchers Croft, Steyning  
 
Monday 28 July – Wednesday 30 July  
• Leechpool Woods, Horsham  

• Henfield Common  

• Southwater Country Park  
 
Activities include:  
• Fabularium: The Town Band of Bremen (FREE) – a family-friendly musical performance 
following a mismatched musical family on their journey to play the gig of a lifetime.  

• Circus Skills (FREE) – an opportunity to try hula hoops, ribbons, juggling, diablo, flower sticks, 
baby stilts and spinning plates.  

• Parklife Diorama with Hannah from Paintbox (£3 per person) – create a mini 3D scene using an 
old cereal box.  

• Wonderbugs Forest School sessions (£2.50 per person) – crafting, weaving, whittling and 
outdoor play activities.  

• Miniature Gardens with Make Do and Mend (£2 per person) – create a miniature garden in a fun 
half-hour session.  

• Arts, crafts and sports activities (FREE) – available throughout the day from 10am–4pm, with 
craft activities and sports equipment available for all ages.  
 
Love Parks Week is a great opportunity for residents to enjoy our local green spaces, take part in 
activities and celebrate the important role that parks play in our communities.  
 
Prestige Distribution Enforcement Update  
Following on from a request for an update on the ongoing situation involving Prestige Distribution at 
Bridge Farm. As Councillors will be aware, I have been pushing for decisive enforcement action on this 
matter for some time. Throughout the process I have engaged heavily with residents directly, including 
passing on incident logs to the Planning Enforcement team as well as delivering letters directly to 
residents with updates when appropriate.  
 
Having been previously advised that the Planning Enforcement team were seeking Tacho data from the 
operator. Having held a meeting with the Enforcement team on the 10th July, I was advised that despite 
repeated attempts, Prestige had failed to provide the requested data. Following on from my further 
meeting with the Enforcement team, a formal demand has been delivered to Prestige to provide the data 
within 14 working days before formal action is taken. I understand that there is considerable frustration 
from residents for the length of time that this  
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matter has been ongoing for, frustration I share however I am now hopeful that matters are moving in the 
right direction following on from this latest development.  
 
If any members have any questions regarding this report please do feel free to contact me.  
E: alex.jeffery@horsham.gov.uk  
Tel: 07818 819476  
 
Best wishes,  
Councillor Alex Jeffery, Horsham District Councillor for Southwater South & Shipley  
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APPENDIX C - PAYMENTS 
 

 

Payments July 2026

Income since last meeting Amount
HDC - Cleanisng Grant 201.79£                                                                             
HMRC - VAT refund 896.43£                                                                             
Unity Trust Bank - interest 145.03£                                                                             

TOTAL INCOME 1,243.25£                                                                         

Funds Transferred since last meeting Amount
Deposit Account to Current Account 5,700.00£                                                                         
BALANCES ON ACCOUNT Amount
Unity Bank Current Account (T1) 758.78£                                                                             30 June 2026

Unity Savings Account (T2) 24,478.25£                                                                       30 June 2026

Lloyds Savings Account 110,527.74£                                                                    30 June 2026

Investment Acc. (NSI) 5,387.65£                                                                         30 June 2026

TOTAL BALANCES 141,152.42£                                                                    
EARMARKED RESERVES Amount
Coolham Airfield Memorial 733.00£                                                                             
Replacement play equipment - reserve fund 34,350.00£                                                                       
Finger Posts 1,700.00£                                                                         
Bridleway Improvement 600.00£                                                                             
Parish maintenance - inc Ash Die back 5,553.00£                                                                         
Playing field and pavilion maintenance 2,500.00£                                                                         
Replacement noticeboards 2,250.00£                                                                         
Defibrillator replacement fund 1,250.00£                                                                         
Includes Election Reserves 2,100.00£                                                                         
Greener Shipley - eco projects 9,000.00£                                                                         
Community Infrastructure Levy 46,589.78£                                                                       
Includes NHP Funding Reserves 500.00£                                                                             
Traffic management (Coolham crossroad & Pound Lane etc.) 22,509.00£                                                                       

TOTAL ALLOCATIONS 129,634.78£                                                                    

PAID SINCE LAST MEETING Invoiced Services Payment Type Folio Amount
None

-£                   

To approve and pay after this Meeting Invoiced Services Payment Type Folio Amount
Unity Bank Service fee - June 2026 DD 23 6.00£                 
Hugo Fox Website hosting - June 2026 DD 24 23.99£              
Nia Cumber Greener Shipley event expenses BACS 25 54.00£              
Judy Tuck Greener Shipley event expenses BACS 26 31.98£              
WSCC Clerk salary costs - June 2026 BACS 27 1,542.69£        
Grasstex Grounds maintenance - to 30/6 BACS 28 971.54£            
Vision ICT Website domain - annual licence BACS 29 36.00£              
Paul Richards Mileage - April-July 2026 BACS 30 105.60£            
Paul Richards Norton antivirus software licence BACS 31 18.57£              
Paul Richards Replacement printer BACS 32 249.99£            
Unity Bank Service fee - July 2026 DD 33 6.00£                 
Hugo Fox Website hosting - July 2026 DD 34 23.99£              
Shipley Church Churchyard maitenance grant BACS 35 1,500.00£        

4,570.35£        

Transfer to current account 4,500.00£        


