Shipley History Society

Our April speaker was Hilly Sloan who spoke about West Dean – Feudal Estate to Royal Playground. Hilly talked about how the estate grew as more land was acquired over the years and also how the property changed hands from one family to another finally ending up in the ownership of William Dodge James. He was probably the most exciting and adventurous owner. American by birth, he brought with him a great fortune but he was also interested in community matters and charitable causes. He was a great friend of the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) and had the station at Singleton built to make access to West Dean easier and more private for the King’s visits. When William died, his only son Edward James inherited the estate and in 1964 he turned the West Dean Estate over to an educational trust and it remains to this day a centre for the arts.
Hilly is an excellent speaker and we look forward to welcoming her again at a later date.
Our next event is our summer social to be hosted by Lucy and Colin West at their home, the Old Vicarage. Details below but Jean will send emails to members nearer the time giving more information.
Programme
Thursday June 22nd. Summer Social. 6pm “The Old Vicarage. Hosted by Lucy and Colin West. Join us in Shipley churchyard for an alternative history of Shipley given by Lucy, followed by our annual summer drinks and social at The Old Vicarage.
August. Date tba. We are currently planning a visit which we think you’ll enjoy. More details to follow when plans are finalised.
Thursday November 30th. AGM

Secretary Jean Wright - shipley.history.secretary@gmail.com Tel: 01403 741986
You can find Shipley History Society on the Shipley Parish Council website
www.shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk then follow the Sports and Recreation link.


